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Buffalograss has become more popular in recent years due to its reputation as a low-maintenance
grass. Buffalograss does require less water and fertilizer than other turfgrasses but often has problems
competing with weeds.
Buffalograss is an open growing grass that will not shade the soil as well as most other turfgrasses.
Weeds are often the result. A regular mowing schedule can reduce broadleaf weed problems as most
broadleaves cannot survive consistent mowing. Those that do either have a rosette growing pattern
(dandelions, shepherds purse) or are “creepers” (henbit, chickweed, spurge). Annual grasses such as crabgrass
or foxtail can also be a problem. A good weed preventer (prodiamine, pendimethalin or dithiopyr) may be
needed to prevent problems.
March - Spot treat broadleaf weeds if necessary. The most important treatment for broadleaf weeds
should be in late October to early November well after the buffalograss is dormant. Treatments are much
more effective then than in the spring as the weeds are smaller and the weeds are sending energy, as well as
the herbicide, to the roots. Treatments in March are to take care of any “escapes” missed in the fall spraying.
Spray early enough in March that the buffalograss is still dormant. Look at the base of the plants to make sure
there is no green. Treat on a day that is 50 degrees F or warmer. Rain or irrigation within 24 hours of
application will reduce effectiveness. Use a combination product such as Trimec, Weed-B-Gon or Weed-Out.
Weed Free Zone is also good and will give quicker results under cool conditions.
April - Apply crabgrass preventer between April 1 and April 15, or apply preventer when the eastern
redbud is in full bloom. If using a product with prodiamine (Barricade), apply two weeks earlier. Crabgrass
preventers must be watered in before they will work. Avoid using broadleaf herbicides as the buffalograss is
greening up and injury can result. The buffalograss will not be killed but growth will slow making the
buffalograss less competitive with weeds.
June - Fertilize with 1 lb. of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet during June. More applications will give a
deeper green color, but will encourage weeds. If it is felt that a second application is needed, apply in July. If
grubs have been a problem in the past, apply a product containing imidacloprid by mid-July. Imidacloprid can
be applied as early as mid-May if there are problems with billbugs or May beetle grubs. These products kill the
grubs before they cause damage. They are effective and safe but must be watered in before they become
active. Again, I would only treat if grubs have been a problem in the past. Note that the whole area may not
need to be treated. The beetles that lay the eggs for the grubs are attracted to lights and moist soil and those
areas are most likely to be infested.
Late-July through August - If you see grub damage, apply a grub killer. If imidacloprid has been applied
or if grubs have not been a problem in the past, this should not be necessary. Grub killers must be watered in
immediately.
Late October to Early November - Spray for broadleaf weeds if they are a problem. Look carefully as our
winter annuals such as chickweed and henbit are small and easily overlooked. Use a product that contains 2,4D as it increases effectiveness on dandelions. Treat on a day that is at least 50 degrees F. Rain or irrigation
within 24 hours reduces effectiveness. Use the rates listed on the label for all products mentioned.
For further information please contact the local K-State Research & Extension Office.

