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 Fall can be a great time to plant trees and take advantage of the root growth that can occur 
while the soil is still warm before freezing begins. This gives trees a head start enabling them to 
endure spring growth and summer stress. Early September to late October is the ideal planting 
time for most trees. Some trees are not good candidates for fall planting such as beech, birch, 
redbud, magnolia, tulip poplar, willow oak, scarlet oak, black oak, willows and dogwood. These 
trees will not be able to establish roots in time to survive the winter. 
 Newly planted trees require some care even when the above-ground growth is dormant. 
The soil should remain moist so roots do not dry out. A layer of mulch can be beneficial for 
regulating soil temperature and reducing water loss.  
 For more information, please contact the local K-State Research and Extension Office.  
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