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INSECT ART CONTEST 
The K-State Extension Pesticide Safety and IPM Program is hosting its annual insect-themed art 
contest, open to all ages and skill levels in Kansas! This year's theme is “Metamorphosis Magic.” 
The goal is to explore insects that undergo complete and incomplete metamorphosis, then create 
artwork that fits the contest theme. Artwork may include drawings or paintings, digital art, or a 3-D 
piece such as sculpture, stained glass, or other creative media. Awards will be given for 1st-3rd 
place in each of the following age categories: Kindergarten - 2nd grade, 3rd grade - 5th grade,   
6th grade - 8th grade, High school, and Adult. Entries must be received or postmarked before April 
15, 2026. Full contest rules and details are available at:Learning and Resources  

COMMUNICATIONS RESOURCES 
As you begin to prepare for County 4-H Club Day remember to check out the great resources for 
project talks, illustrated talks, demonstrations, and public speaking on the 4-H Communications 
Project Page—Communications | Personal Development | Projects | Kansas 4-H Youth              
Development  

ROCK SPRINGS RANCH 
Summer camp is right around the corner. Be sure to check out the opportunities available at Rock 
Springs Ranch. They offer the traditional summer camp, a mini camp, and specialty camps like 
Ranch Camp, Shooting Sports Camp, Outdoor Wilderness Leadership Skills, and Family Camp. 
Financial assistance is available for 4-H members that want to attend camp. Find out more        
information about Rock Springs Ranch and get registered - Rock Springs Ranch  

SPRING INTO VOLUNTEERING 
The Association of Kansas 4-H Volunteers is hosting "Spring Into Volunteering" at the K-State  
Polytechnic Campus in Salina on April 25. Registration will begin at 9:00 am, and the day will  
conclude at 3:00 pm. This is for anyone serving as a 4-H Volunteer or considering it! The goal is 
for volunteers to go home recharged, excited, and ready to try new things in their volunteer roles. 
Online registration will be available soon, with a due date of April 15. 

https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/pesticides-ipm/learning-and-resources.html
https://www.kansas4-h.org/projects/leadership-personal-development/communications.html
https://www.kansas4-h.org/projects/leadership-personal-development/communications.html
https://rockspringsranch.org/
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 
Phillips County 4-H Council — April 27 at 7:00 pm at the Phillips County Annex for committees and        
          7:30 pm for 4-H Council                     
Rooks County 4-H Junior Leaders—March 9 at 7:00 pm at the Rooks County Fairgrounds,                  
             4-H Building  
Rooks County 4-H Council—March 9 at 7:30 pm at the Rooks County Fairgrounds, 4-H Building 
 

COAT EXCHANGE 
Coats and winter weather apparel are needed.  
Phillips County—Phillips County Annex Meeting Room 
Rooks County—Rooks County Courthouse First Floor 
North Hallway 

YOUTH FOR THE QUALITY CARE OF ANIMALS (YQCA) 
Required for youth planning to sell livestock in the Rooks County Free Fair 4-H/FFA Livestock 
Sale, livestock exhibitors at the Kansas State Fair and Kansas Junior Livestock Show. Trainings 
will be available on March 9 at 6:00 p.m. at the Rooks County Fairgrounds, 4-H Building, March 30 
at 5:30 pm. at the Phillips County Annex Meeting Room, and April 13 at 5:30 pm at the Rooks 
County  Fairgrounds, 4-H Building. All livestock must be tagged and turned into the Phillips-Rooks          
Extension District by May 1 to be eligible for the Phillips County Fair and Rooks County Free Fair.  

COUNTY 4-H CLUB DAY 
Youth can participate in Project Talks, Public Speaking, Extemporaneous Speaking,            
Demonstrations, Illustrated Talks, Model Meetings, Vocal Ensemble, Vocal Chorus, Instrumental 
Ensemble, Band/Orchestra, Vocal Solo, Instrumental Solo, Dance, Square Dance, Other Dance, 
Reading, Skit/Creative  Dramatics, and Other Talent. Those selected as top blue at County 4-H 
Club Day will  advance to Regional 4-H Club Day.  
Guidelines can be found here: Phillips County 4-H and  rookscounty4-h  
Phillips County—March 23 at 5:00 pm at Phillipsburg Middle School, please register by March 6 
at noon. 2026 Phillips County 4-H Club Day Registration  
Rooks County—March 2 at 5:00 pm at the NW Ag Education Center in Palco. 
Regional Club Day—March 27 at 5:00 pm at Trego Grade School in WaKeeney, registration 
deadline is March 25 at noon.  
Kansas State Fair—4-H Members ages 9 and older who participated in County 4-H Club Day and          
received a top blue can take their project talks, demonstrations, and illustrated talks to the Kansas 
State Fair. Poetry entries can also be entered. Public Speaking entries can come to the State Fair; 
all contestants at the State Fair will use the same topic: "How has your journey in 4-H contributed 
to being Beyond Ready for current challenges and future goals?"  

 

https://www.phillipsrooks.k-state.edu/4-h/phillips4-h.html
https://www.phillipsrooks.k-state.edu/4-h/rooks4-h.html
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9Yc6h3bqeRnxj4a
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PHILLIPS COUNTY FAIR LIVESTOCK RULE CHANGES 
General Livestock Rules 
8. Livestock Show Grooming: The purpose of grooming rules for exhibitors is to promote the 
youth program as a learning experience for the youth. All exhibitors are expected to care for and 
groom their animals throughout the show. Grooming at the Phillips County Fair for the breeding 
and market animal shows may include the use of adhesives, paints, and powders and shall not 
include the use of hair not from the animal being groomed or twine/artificial material. 
9. Immediate family members (to include parents, legal guardians, siblings and grandparents) 
and current Kansas 4-H or FFA members who are exhibitors at the Phillips County Fair may   
provide grooming and/or care to 4-H/FFA livestock projects, regardless of if the exhibitor is     
present while such grooming and/or care is being provided. Any person who is not an immediate 
family member or current Kansas 4-H or FFA member exhibiting at the Phillips County Fair shall 
be deemed a “livestock helper.” Livestock helpers may only assist in grooming and/or care of  
animals if the exhibitor is both present and participating in the care and/or grooming of their     
animal. *Except that, a livestock helper may provide grooming and/or care to an animal with the 
exhibitor not present if the exhibitor is not present because they are showing one of their other 
animals. Exhibitors and livestock helpers in violation of this rule will be warned once by Phillips 
County Fair officials. Upon the second violation, an entry that has been deemed by Phillips  
County Fair officials to have been groomed or cared for by a livestock helper without the exhibitor 
being present and participating in the grooming and/or care without meeting the exceptions     
described above, may be disqualified. Violations of this rule are subject to all penalties afforded 
by all applicable Phillips County Fair rules. 
 
Premium Auction Rules 
9. An area livestock buyer will designate a cost per pound floor price for each species that will be 
posted on sale day. Example floor bids might be $1.00 per pound for hogs and $1.80 per pound 
for sheep. The premium buyer will have first option to purchase the animal at the floor price. If the 
premium buyer does not want the animal, it will be made available to the first person to raise their 
buyer number. If no one wants the animal for consumption it will go to the floor buyer. In all    
cases, the animal will sell. If a buyer purchases an animal in the premium sale, they must contact 
the sale committee representative that is arranging locker appointments immediately following 
the livestock premium sale. If the buyer does not contact the sale committee representative, that 
animal will be delivered to the locker of the sale committees choice based on locker spots     
available. 
 
Market Lambs and Meat Goat Rules 
4. AGE: All Market goats must have baby teeth in place with no visible signs of permanent teeth. 
The decision of the mouthier is final. 
4. All Market Lambs must have their baby teeth in place, decision of the mouther is final. 

PHILLIPS COUNTY 4-H LIVESTOCK TAGGING 
All livestock (beef, goats, sheep and swine) must be tagged with a 4-H tag for identification       
purposes and turned into the Phillips-Rooks Extension District by May 1. Goat and sheep project 
members, a scrapie tag or USDA Premise tag is also required. These tags should be provided by 
the breeder or person you are purchasing livestock from. Please contact the Phillips-Rooks       
Extension District Office for tags and to report livestock tag information. All livestock must be in the 
members possession by May 1. If an animal loses a tag please notify the Phillips-Rooks Extension 
District so a replacement tag can be arranged.  
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ROOKS COUNTY 4-H DOG PRACTICES 
To be held at 1:00 pm at the Rooks County Fairgrounds, 4-H Building on the following dates— 
March 15, April 19, May 17, and June 21 
Please bring proof of dog vaccination records, water, and treats for your dogs. Additional summer 
practices may be scheduled as needed.  
Members and their dogs must attend 2 practices to be eligible to show at the Rooks County Free 
Fair. The dog project leader is Mari Jo Stout. If you have any questions, please contact her at  
785-623-8006.  

ROOKS COUNTY 4-H FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR EVENTS 
Financial Assistance is available for 4-H members that attend conferences and camps as long as 
the member(s) work a shift in the Rooks County Free Fair 4-H Food Stand. 4-H Council will pay 
$150 toward registration fees.  

ROOKS COUNTY FREE FAIR CHANGES 
The Rooks County Free Fair will be held August 4-8. All static projects (projects housed in the 4-H 
Building) will be judged on Monday, August 3. The livestock check in/weigh in, animal show 
schedule and livestock sale will not change from previous years. For registered beef animals, eID 
tags will be allowed in place of a tattoo as long as the eID is listed on the registration papers. All 
Rooks County Free Fair 4-H/FFA livestock species shows will be blow and go. Any product used 
must be water soluble, nothing stiff and/or sticky. Show order for the sheep and goat show will be 
dairy goats, sheep, and meat goats. Following the livestock sale on Friday evening 4-H members 
are responsible for their animals until release on Sunday morning.  

ROOKS COUNTY 4-H LIVESTOCK TAGGING 
Beef will be tagged on March 28 beginning at 9:00 am at Central Veterinary Services east of 
Stockton. All market beef must be tagged with a 4-H tag; breeding heifers and bucket calves can 
be tagged with your herd tags; however, you need to report that tag information to the Phillips-
Rooks Extension District Office at 785-425-6851 by May 1. You may also bring your hogs, goats, 
and sheep if you already have them.   
Hogs, Goats, and Sheep will be tagged on April 29 beginning at 8:30 am at the Rooks County 
Fairgrounds. Please schedule an appointment with the Phillips-Rooks Extension District Office at 
785-425-6851. All hogs, goats, and sheep must be tagged with a 4-H tag.  
Goat and sheep project members, a scrapie tag or USDA Premise tag is also required. These 
tags should be provided by the breeder or person you are purchasing livestock from.  
Animals nominated for state shows must follow date requirements for those shows. If your animal 
already has an eID tag in its’ ear, please do not remove that tag; it’s against the law. A non-eID 
tag will be used as the 4-H tag.  
All livestock must be in the members possession by May 1. If an animal loses a tag please notify 
the Phillips-Rooks Extension District so a replacement tag can be arranged.  
The Rooks County 4-H Council will provide the 4-H livestock tags at no cost to the members.  
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The clinic is designed for county fair board members, Extension agents and volunteers involved in 
local livestock fair management and leadership. This professional development opportunity     
consists of a forum for open communication for individuals working with livestock at their local 
fairs. Although some of the topics can be applied generally to the county fair, this program focuses 
specifically on the livestock perspective. K-State faculty, staff, fair board members, extension 
agents, and outside speakers will facilitate discussion directly related to livestock activity at local 
livestock fairs in Kansas. It is a collaborative effort among all of those involved in the livestock  
project aspects of a county fair. The program has been divided over two evenings, with different 
topics being covered each night. This year we will be breaking out into round table discussions. 
The sessions will be recorded.  
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